Samuel. Powel. House HABS No. PA-135G
24k 8¢, Third Street

Philadelphia (Society Hill)

Philadelphisa County e RN
Pennsylvania Vi
T
PHOTOGRAPHS

WRITTEN HEISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA

Historic American Buildings “iSurvey
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240



BAws

Form 10=820 UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ' Ph.) .
{June 1983} NATIONAL PARK SERVICE )
: 1 ;\?&“\LA’
b -
ARCHITECTURAL DATA FORM
'Q’rATE COUNTY TOWN OR VICINITY
PENNSYLVAKT PEILADELPEIA PEILADELPEILA
HISTORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (INCLUDE SOURCE FOR NAME) HABS NO.
POVEL, SAMUEL, HOUSE PA-1350

SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE

COMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCR/BE LOCATION FOR RURAL S/TES)

244 8o0. Third Street
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE SOURCE) ARCHITECT(S) (INCLUDE SOURCE}

1765
SIGNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL, INCLUDE ORIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE/
One of the most important Georgian townhouses in Philadelphia. The house has been a
much-written subject in popular publications, particularly in the mid-20th century. It is
open to the public as a historic house museum.

STYLE {/F APPROPRIATE])

MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (/NCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS)

Brick with stone trim.

SHAPE AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE}
imensions: approx. 30" (three-bay front) X 50' with two- and three-story ell; three-and-a—
hglf stories.
EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE
Dorie frontlS;r;')lece with fanlight and entrance steps; stone stringcourses; pair of front
dormers with "Gothic" sash and gable roofs; double-hung sash windows with 12/12 lights and
stone keystonesy dentiled cornice on front facade only.
INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCRIBE FLOOR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHED)
Notaple paneled woodwork and plaster work, as exactly described in 1769 fire insurance sur—
vey (see HABS photographs for a visuel observation). Original ballrcom woodwork and plaster -
ceiling now at Philadelphia Museum of Art; original rear parlor woodwork now at Metropolian
Museum of Art, New York (repradnchions have been instailed in the honse)
MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES _
Interic?r altered 1770 by Rob't. Smith, builder; Ground-story interior altered mid-19th cen~
tury; interior elements removed 1921, 1925; restored 1931-33 by Louis Duhring, architect.

PRESENT CONDITION AND USE '

OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIAT*—
The origiua. rear ell ("beckouiliing” in the 28

th o century ) was two stories high and neasured
cn fioor muambered three rooms. Wainscoting, surbases, and cornices were used as

SOURCES OF INFORMATION (/NCLUDING LISTING ON NAT/IONAL REGISTER, STATE REGISTERS, ETC.)

Qv'ebster, Richerd, Thiladelphia Precerved. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1976_.'._
1705 Tire insurance survey for 244 South Third Sireet, name of company not known. '

COMPILER, AFFILIATION ' DATE

Susan Folown, Zistorlic American Buildings Survey ' 26, 198L




